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Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

“Sharing the  

Ointment  

for Jesus’ Feet,           

Giving God  

our Very Best”  
Cf. John 12:3                                   

Our mission statement: 

Celebrating God’s love  

by worshipping God, 

caring for each other,  

and serving in community. 
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BERGY’S BABBLE:   

PSEUDOCHAT   WHIMSY 
 

  

 Eric Berne wrote a book in the early 70’s entitled, What Do Y ou 

Say After You Say Hello?  In it he pointed out the transactional nature 

of language in communication. 
   

 “Hello.”  “Hello.”  This is very basic.  The interaction may cease 

or it may move on to a more committed conversation with the ‘how are 

you’, questions and answers. These can be terminated at any time with a 

terse, “Fine.” 
 

 Sensing a real opportunity here, a dedicated psychobabble expert 

veteran of the self-help wars will press even further.  “But how do you 

REALLY feel.” “Well, other than expressing myself with physical vio-

lence, and then hiring a REAL therapist to explore my feelings, at this 

moment I’m kinda hungry for some deep fried sugar cubes and some 

barbeque Mountain Gorilla ribs and Skeeter Pie with a Beetleblood 

Green River Soda.” 
 

 Anyway the main message of the book is that the more we com-

municate with language, the better and more authentic our interactions 

with each other become.  Berne maintains that the bulk of human com-

munications are scripted and inconsequential, but they maintain the illu-

sion of a thin veneer of civilization. 
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 I thank God every day that we live and breathe within The Word, 

because the casual and slippery way that we use language these days is 

most amusing.  We have fun with idioms while watching our discourse de-

cay by the use of euphemisms which are magical tricks of linguistic misdi-

rection drawing our attention away from the truth. 
 

 Suffice it to say (there’s one now) the rest of these words will be 

mostly overworked, nonsensical, sometimes annoying but most often amus-

ing common idioms used today.  The ones I really like range from words to 

phrases. 
 

 Words basically, absolutely, arguably, really, totally, literally bog-

gle the mind, seriously.  Long story short, now bear with me here, it goes 

without saying that needless to say, needless to say, is needless to say, at 

this moment in time. So why say it? You know what I mean? 
 

 

 The war business is big in the news these days. Every news channel, 

regardless of political bias is using the same words, the pasty newscasters 

pretending to be military experts by pretentiously adopting pseudo-martial 

lingo.  “Wow, the enemy was decimated!” They were trying to say that 

everyone was wiped out, but what they really said was that only one-tenth 

suffered a terminal event.  Decimation is basically a tithe of victims, actual-

ly fairly considerate and humane in the face of the last century’s genocides. 
 

 “Boots On The Ground” I believe should be hyphenated or run    

together into one word (boots-on-the-ground, or bootsontheground).      

Currently it is a whole phrase being used as a noun which makes for really 

awkward sentence structure. “Boots on the ground is on the table.” Where 

in Sam Hill are those dern boots anyway. If they’re on the ground how can 

they be on the table? They could be off the table but then they wouldn’t be 

off the floor.  I think this whole thing is off the wall. 
 

 Is it like when rubber hits the road?  If Navy Seals are involved can 

it be flippers in the bay? I know that Heels on the Runway are quite a bit 

different than Spikes on the Telephone Pole. While worrying about boots ... 
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... on the ground there have been quite a few cleats on the driving range, but 

that doesn’t matter because I ain’t puttin’ no stilts in that parade, not without a 

dog in the fight because I don’t want my jetpack to hit the ceiling! 
 

 As Elvira used to say, “Get you dogma off my lawn, before I run over 

it with my karma.” 
 

 Let’s do lunch. Let’s do facetime. Let’s touch base with a ballpark fig-

ure. Let’s speak truth to power.  I like that one….speaking truth to power just 

might get your head cut off.  “Machete don’t text,” and power don’t like truth. 
 

 Let’s grow the business.  Grow the church. Grow our relationships.  

For me that’s déjà vu all over again.  I’m a farm kid. I grew the wheat that put 

bread on our tables.  I tried to grow it faster by yelling at it and giving little 

granary seminars to all the seed crop kernels on how to sprout more efficient-

ly. Turns out waiting on and abiding with is still the best way to participate 

meaningfully in God’s beautiful mystery of growth. 
 

 And now we’re called upon to find new resources for excelling and 

living successfully.  Find your voice.  Find your passion. For the younger set, 

find your freak. For the mature, find your funny. The Bishop of the ELCA has 

counseled us in The Lutheran to Find Your Bold.  I don’t think she means to 

take up arms to fight genocide against Christians in the Middle East and Afri-

ca.  I think it’s more like blue sky thinking to move the goalposts outside the 

box, and push the envelope with a new skill set for the slippery slope of evan-

gelism. 
 

 Many statements are sandwiches with only lettuce. (Giving up my as-

sumed previous dishonesty) In all honesty, I’m about to tell a whopper, to be 

perfectly honest.  Man up (and put your big girl panties on)!  With all due re-

spect (I wouldn’t even say that if I didn’t hold you in contempt). 
 

 Finally we get down to the ontological truths of the Universe. IT IS 

WHAT IT IS! Well frankly, no, it simply is not what you think it is.  It wasn’t 

even ever what you thought it was.  Memory of events happening even an 

hour ago are squishy as a jelly and caviar sandwich. Just ask any lawyer or 

prosecutor about witness memory.    
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 Just let it go.  On the other hand worrying it and dogging it to the 

bitter end and fighting for resolution is the stuff of heroic thinking. 
 

 Life is what you make it.  That’s true right up to the point where ran-

dom incursions of devastating chaos threaten to destroy, and the only place 

to stand is on the graceful Word of Jesus Christ.  Life is what He makes it. 
 

 It isn’t you, it’s me.  Get real. It’s both. The fact of the matter is that 

sometimes we’re not on the same page at the end of the day.  That’s not un-

precedented. It’s a no-brainer.  Whatever…….. 
 

See you in worship----------------------------------------Bergy  

MUSIC MINISTRY 
 

Mark your calendars for  

Spectacular Summer Sundays.  Join us! 
 

We will celebrate 4th of July at the July 6th worship. The vocal choir will 

begin worship with a tribute to the armed forces and the handbell choir will 

have an offertory piece. 
 

On July 13th, a country/ contemporary band from St. Mark Lutheran, known 

as AO1 (Audience of One) will lead the service.  Come for casual worship.  
 

On August 17th, the Salvation Army Harbor Lights Choir will lead         

worship.  This group is composed of male recovering addicts who commit 

themselves to this choir as a personal testimony and outreach minis-

try.  Come hear their upbeat songs. 
 

 

More details to follow!                                                           Cathy Elijah 
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Happy Independence Day! 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

Please plan to attend the next meeting of the Friendship Club which will be 

held on Saturday, July 19, at the church. Table games will begin at 4:00 

p.m. A pot luck supper will be served starting at 5:00 p.m. Please bring 

your favorite covered dish to share and bring a white elephant as we will be 

playing bingo after dinner.  Hope you will join us for some good fellowship 

and good food.   
Nancy Beamesderfer 

WRAPPED CANDY 
 

On Sunday, July 20th, after 9:00 a.m. service we will be filling covered   

paper rolls with 10 pieces of wrapped candy to each roll.  They are taken by 

truck to the Mexico border to be given to the children by the missionaries 

and pastors when they are told the Christmas Story about the birth of Jesus.  

All are invited to come help. 
      Barbara Sledge 
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OPRY IN HUMBLE 
 

The Friendship Club has an opportunity to attend "Opry in Humble" August 

15, 2014. This event is being sponsored by Fun 4 Seniors. Round trip trans-

portation will be   provided by a precinct bus leaving from Holy Cross. The 

cost will be $12.00 per       person. We will decide at a later date if we want 

anything other than the bar-b-que that will be available at the event. 
 

You do not have to be a member of the Friendship Club to attend but you 

MUST be 50 years of age or  older . Those interested in attending will 

need to call Madelyn Price (713-462-3682) to make a reservation. Don't 

wait too long as there is limited seating on the bus. 
Nancy Beamesderfer 

MAM’S BACK TO SCHOOL 

SPONSOR A CHILD 
 

Please assist in sponsoring a child through Memorial Assistance Ministries’ 

annual program to help students be prepared at the start of the 2014-2015 

school year. 
 

You may make a donation in any amount to help purchase school clothing 

and supplies for a child in need.  100% of donations will be used to pur-

chase clothes and supplies. 
 

Fifty dollars can supply the necessary clothing for an elementary or middle 

school student so that they can meet their school’s dress code. 
 

Please help a child start the school year right! 
 
 

We will accept donations in the atrium on Sundays:   

July 13, and July 20, 2014. 
 

Call Angie Eckermann for more information at (281) 497-3022.   
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MAY - 2014 

04   The Lambeth Family 

11   HCLC to the Glory of God 

18   The Vaccaro Family 

25   Verlene Furley 

       The Barrera Family 

HOPEFULLY - 

  

HCLC men can remain in the forefront for their monthly breakfast/

devotional meetings at Mytiburger.  Why?  During the months Y-T-D June 

2014, their attendance has remained fairly constant between 7 and 10; 

meanwhile – their Women’s Auxiliary has grown from 3 – to 5 – to 6 - to 7 

– to 8 in June.  At least 4 of the guys are thankful for  “rides” with their 

female friends/spouses. 
 

Just give Calvin a ring at 713-690-9596 if you would like a telephone    

reminder a day or two before our meetings on the first Wednesday of the 

month. 
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 We had a wonderful celebration on Sunday, June 8.  I'm 

sure many of you saw and had an opportunity to chat with Nancy 

Becker after church on that day.  Well, in the evening all present 

and previous Stephen Ministers were invited to the home of Pat 

Boessling for a good old Lutheran potluck in Nancy's honor.  What 

a delight – not only to see Nancy again, but to rekindle friendships 

and share our commitment to the service of Stephen Ministry.  It's 

a blessing that doesn't fade because one has moved to another con-

gregation or withdrawn from active duty as an SM.  As a matter of 

fact, all those who are still living in this general area have agreed 

that they'd be available for service again should the need arise. 

 

 Should the need arise.  My dear friends, rethink your reluc-

tance to seek the aid of a Stephen Minister.  Hardship of any kind 

is a lonely walk to make alone.  Jesus walks with you whether   

anyone else is there, too, of course.  But a Stephen Minister is 

equipped to listen and respond to your need and act as Christ's 

broad shoulder for you to lean on and His strong hand to hold onto. 

 

 Please call either Pastor Jim or myself and let's talk. 

 

 Have a blessed day. 

 

 Marge Carroll 
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Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

02    Elias Escamilla 

03    Roselain Larson 

        Nancy Beamesderfer 

04    Gordon Tinker 

06    Ana Maldonado 

07    Chris Wignes    

        Yedith Gomez 

08    Meredith Schomburg 

        Christopher Lambeth 

09    Laura Ruthstrom 

11    Jessica Latigo     

12    Calvin Remmert 

        Ashley Aleman       

        Lissett Hernandez 

15    Angélica Samano 

16    Gloria McGarvey 

17    Vicenta Yáñez 

18    María Villegas 

        Giselle Díaz 

19    Julián Maldonado 

20    Betty Firth 

24    Hilda Torres 

        Carmela Navarro 

26    Jessica Villegas 

27    Antonio Díaz 

28    Judy Hungerford 

        Julie Kilkenny 

29    Irene Meyer 

31    Loy Dell Kaltwasser 

        Vernon Thielemann 

        Janett Navarro 

 

TO ALL COMMITTEES 
 

It is the policy of HCLC that ALL items for publication must be submitted 

in their final form to the church office for editing and approval.  

Any requests for funds exceeding $75 must be submitted to the church 

council for approval prior to the money being approved and allocated.   

We appreciate all the time and effort expended to accomplish all that  

everyone does.  We want to assist and encourage these efforts.   

Thank you. 
                                                                      

Your Church Council 
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DATE 1st READING PSALM 2nd READING GOSPEL 

 

07/06/2014 
Zechariah 

9:9-12 

 

145:8-14 
Romans 

7:15-25a 

Matthew 

11:16-19, 25-30 

 

07/13/2014 
Isaiah 

55:10-13 

 

65:1-8 

9-13 

Romans 

8:1-11 

Matthew 

13:1-9, 18-23 

 

07/20/2014 
Isaiah 

44:6-8 

 

86:11-17 
Romans 

8:12-25 

Matthew 

13:24-30, 36-43 

 

07/27/2014 
1 Kings 

3:5-12 

 

119:129-136 
Romans 

8:26-39 

Matthew 

13:31-33, 44-52 

READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 
  

JULY 2014 

                                           

                                             PANTRY DONATIONS NEEDED! 
 

The Food Pantry is in need of supplies for the summer months! If you can 

bring any of the following it would be greatly appreciated:  tuna, pasta,     

cereal, canned fruit.  Shampoo, lotion and deodorants are also greatly appre-

ciated and needed. These things can be purchased at the Dollar Store, or 

bring those you get at motels/hotels when you travel.  
  

Please place all donations in the Red Wagon in the Atrium when you come 

on Sundays.  Thank you for your generosity and willingness to help those 

less fortunate in our community. 
   

Blessings, Carol Prokofieff 
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

MAY 2014 
     

English Services  :  109 

Spanish Services  :  151 

The homebound, disabled,  

long-term ill,  

and prolonged recovering.  

Ed Cooper 

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Betty Dodson 

Doris A. Drosche 

Nancy Mendel 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Elsie Schulze 

Sue Vogt 

Roselain Larson 

PRAYER CHAIN 
 

If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer        

Request emails and would like to,           

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713) 254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails are                      

sent out daily, so if you are on the                          

email list and did not receive any email, 

please contact Renee. 

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 

Maureen Baird 

Lisa Bosse 

Millie Brittain 

Ronald Burns 

Scott Duncan 

Eileen Grenduso 

Erwin Gross 

Judy Holtan 

Bert Hungerford 

Larisa Loyferman 

Marty Nebeling 

Lorna Patt 

Laura Ruthstrom 

Walter Ruthstrom 

Gene Schwartz 

Elaine Tinker 

 

 If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  
 

MAY 2014 
    

  Receipts      $ 23,399.00        

                  Expenses        38,996.92 

                  Balance    < $ 15,597.92 >  
 

Operational receipts                                                         

      year to date received   …….    $ 174,011.06       

Expenditures year to date  …….       201,652.36 

Balance                           …… < $   27,641.30 > 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers                     

in the Narthex.  

Suggested donation is $45.00  

and $10.00 for a rose. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30 am — 4:30 pm 
 

Friday 

8:30 am — 2:30 pm 

HOLY CROSS 

Lutheran Church  
  

E-MAIL address:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr. — Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253    Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:      hclc@holycross.us 
 

Web Site:  www.holycross.us 
 

 

 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor 
  Email :  jhonyave@holycross.us 
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate In Ministry
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Cathy Elijah                    Music Director / organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

Wendy Lambeth                                  President 

Alvin Garza                                      Vice President 

Marilyn Flick      Secretary   

Wayne Schaper, Sr.                                 Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:00 a.m. 

Sunday School :  10:30 - 11:15 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  10:30 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

11:30 a.m.—12:15 p.m. 


